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¥red Kinsey wan prafsed
and piotied tn 1948 when

his ground-breaking Sexual
Behavior In the Human A e WhS
published. Nearly 50 years later,
the Hinscy Instilute gtil) atlracts
scholars and gants —- though
fewer of }t‘x»u; —= while crittca atjl
Impy fa methodn and re-
Ject t;ﬁmndusiana. togy
Kinssy was a ntudy in paradax.
The product of small-tawn conser-
vallsm and a deeply religious fam.
ﬂf. he was determined to Hbarate
himself and everyons else from
the Viclorian mores and morallty
of his youth, H¢ was 4 sickly.
coddled child wha matured {nta a
man whose physica) stamina and
flerce work sthic nstounded those
who knew him, He was domincen
ing, abrasive and srrogant and yet
uncommonly kind : nerous to
*ervantd and diligent (n locating
§etd positiona for his atyudents.
He was an entomologist who
became the world suthoHty on the
all wasp and wiole widily vsed
iology texthoaks but becshe not-
od and notorfous for research fn
human sexualfty, He prescnted
himsell as a disinterested, dispas.
slonate nelentist bul was a zealot
and a rcformer, Hs layered hia
wrilings and lectures ‘with de-
mands for tegal and social change,
His pubtie Imafg was that of a
wholesorne family man bul he was
driven by personal demoas that
lured hira 1o the extreme and the
perversa,
The puradaxes clearly fascinale
James H. Jones because they ex.
plaln mush about bath Kinsey and

Kingay presented himseif
88 a disinterested, dis-
passionate eclentist but
was a zealot and g re-
former. :

the age of eultural transition in
which he lived. Alfred C. Kinsey,
A Public/Private Life was 24 years
I the making, begun whils Jones
Was a doctoral siudent ar Indlana
University, Jones, g formér mem»
beér of tha Instituge’s acience advi.
sory bean, curramily teaches his.
tory at the Univeralty of Huouaton
and wrole the much acciaimed

=zl £68 'ON

callections, letiers,

cords and offtclal dog
Kinsey came to Indiana Univer- In the eourse was cxpected to

slty on Aug. 1, 1820, fresh from tomplete a dex hilalory,

mefiolrs, re-
uments,

Hatvard, He wag appointed an as.
slstant professar [n the Departs
* unt of Zoology and patd 82,000 &
vear. He considered JU a bagkwa-
Wa4 harshly eritical
of its provinelalism -and what he
considered the mo
tratlon of then.
Low¢ Bryan. He ful]
e the dust of Bloo

ter school and

rbund adminig-
ident Willlam
expected to

begun a family. A blology text-
boaks, fch sold a half.
million copies,

sure of finan
sive fleld work {n ¢

trips by mf}aén

them to relate their scxual

ences. That was (ke beg

thc case hlstorjes that were to

occupy Kinsey 1o the polut of ob-
0 years,

Sesslon for nearly 20 y,
cha
cally In 1938 with uﬁ“;

ment of Hermean B Wells
_President. Yo

Trovan Vi man

- b

Insey’s controversjal public /private life

of sexual bebavior and thought,
Before long, évery student enrolled

By this time Xinsey had suc-
cumbed to his homosexual ten-
depcles. He was In the midst of an
Ongoing alfalr with a male gradu-
ate studenl and confe
friend that he was trolling
partnerg In homosexual hangouts
in Chicago. In addition,
charges that Kinsey's masochism
an in - was well advanced by late adoles-
a (ew years and move on to the lvyy ¢tence and approached haalth-
League. . threatening proportions in later
W years, hawever, he  years. Haunled by his secvets,
lit @ house and  Kinsey's marriage course legiurcs
"came perilously close to diselos-
ing how much he d:spl‘adad scxm;\:
gave him a meg- represslon In general an soclety
clal independence tréatient Ufﬁ

to pursue exten-  tcular."
ntamology. He

omogexuals tn par-

With the help of &
many ficld Pher. Kinsey developed his own
graduate students,  8ystem for recording histartea that
vported that Kinsey he boasted defied decoding. His
ordinate amaunt of emphasls on confidentiality
and urging  not untversally shared, Criticism
- of the c¢oursc reached faculty,
many of whom opposed It and
resented whal they saw as Hin.
5y's manjpulation of Wells, After
the frst year, several members
drastl-  résigried fram the course's fnstyue-
ppoint-  Henal ataff and Kinsey waa ag-
as IU  cused of explolting students for his
ung, dynamie and own pu .
Lag Dr. Thurman B. Rice of the

t According to Indiana Board of Health warned

Before he died, Kinsey
had compiled 18,000 sex.
ual histories, written two
landmark booka on hu-
man sexualkty, accumu-
lated the w?ud’s large:ft‘
collection of pomography
and eroticlsm, and for
better and worse influ-
encad public opinions
and attitucles about sex.

backers, He approved and assisted
the establishment of the Kinsey
Institute both as a way of protect-
lng the unfversity and allowlng
Kinsey greater om. Before
long, the Institutc was a gotng
concern, funded with prvatg con.
tributions and grants from {U and
the Natlonal Research Courcil
The NRC was the conduit for fi-
nancing from the Rockefellar
Foundatien, a conncctlon that
Kingey prized and vicwed as a
kind of open sesame to natlonal
Acceptance and respeel, He was |
devastated in later years when l.he/
Rockefeller support was with-
drawn,

The rest b

With accommodations in place
on campus and a stafl hired. Kin.
sey sel about institute business.
The rest s history for the teling

such ns Jones, Before he dled,
insey had complled 18,000 saxu-
al histories, written two landmark
books 6n human sexuality. aceu.
g:u.!ntfd the woﬂﬂ’a est collee-
on of pormography croticism,
and for better and worse {nflu-
enced publie cpinlons and atu-
tudes al';:ut 8£x,

.Jones' most telling criticfam 1s
that Kinsey's continued fascing-
tion and engugement with the de.
viant and the perverse clouded hix
Judgment and diatorted his re-
sulls,

Ar ha orain nldar Wieoano. sanl
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Aand gften shocking portradt of the
man credited with making =cx a
subject of popular distourse and
debate and with charting the di-
rection of modern sex education. it
containg a wealth of detall, some
of which only a sérfous eludent
will appreciate, Wilth 773 pages of
text and an additional 164 }:r.gw
of notes and Index, it will un.
doubtedly become the definitive
study of Kingey and his Influence
on stlence and hig times,

Jones had acceas 1o the lon%~
closed archives of the Hinsay tnstl-
tute, to asspolates and former
#all, IU faculty, Rockefeller Poun.
dation officers, members of varle
ous s&xua] subcultures, dalentists
and state and natfonat Ryres,
Whary canal inlerviews were.
lmmﬁ Joaos relied on ibeary
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15 not unmatural
and often heaithfu] for the chiid,
free, uninhibited
scxual aetivity within his circle of
close friends and’ assoclates and
tven filmed many such activives
In a atudio he 2t up In his attic,

Kingey was wamed early fo his
carcer to moderate hig views and
actlona or face the wrath of the
legislature, One can 1
lawmakers of mid-
19503 would have reacted had
y known what was going on in
that Bloomington attic,

Ackelmira la n Sfar edilonal wnlar,

lectures, they would overthrow
the administration of the universl-
ty. That was not tha only ecaution
Kinscy recetved regarding Hoosier
lawmakers, Later, Weils would
urge publishers not to release Kin.
Bey's booke while th
‘Was In s¢sslon,

Rice, several mambers of the [U
School of Medieine and numerous
Wella 1o remove Kins

sey marriage

tially Wella stood firm, conaidering
the dtsmlsu : matter of mcademic
freedom. fig o tio|
Impelled him lom B ngiad

either give u
ﬁplrﬂmﬁ?wmgp i

private wur agal
enal morality.* He déveloped a
Tew Course on ma
lly and was appointed head. Trust:
ces approved but Y

Ibllion was bound to

about the candid nalure of the
project, and hundreds of students
slgned up. Kinsey asscmbled
clallats to condict some of
classes but saved the elinical
Cussions for himself, He was de-
ermined both to preach his own
gospel of sexuallly and to use the
course as a laborato,
data on behavior,
Kingey held confidentlal confer.
:::ccs with students who wished

ry to gain new

A provide a detalbat history



